Examples of integrated senior citizen programs with K-12

: Kathleen Kirchoff [mailto:kkirchof@mahtomedi.k12.mn.us] 

We do an Art Fair that has the middle schoolers submitting artwork that the seniors judge and award then have an Open House reception for. We also team up with the Alternative Learning

Program (ALP) to do a Boutique & Craft Sale. Am working on a program for High School media students to interview the Vets for the Library of Congress project. I have some seniors that go to the High School to help in sewing classes.

**********************************************************

We have a foster grandparent program that runs through the elementary school.

I would like to hear about any other programs that you find out about.

Thanks for asking the group.

Toni Groe Community Education  Director East Central Public Schools

Phone:  320-245-5231 or 320-245-6972E-mail:  tgroe@eastcentral.k12.mn.us
*****************************************************************************************

This is my BEST senior program.  SENIOR citizen PROM.

The Sunday after prom in the afternoon I hire a band and we have prom for

SENIORS.  We get about 100 people. The senior high kids don't wreck the prom decoration so it works out great. I provide coffee cookies and punch. Great for PR for the school.

Tom Scearcy

*******************************************************************************************

Jeanne,

At the ROCORI Middle School we placed the Senior Citizen's Center right in the building to maximize the possibilities for intergenerational connections. Some of the activities with senior and student connections are:

1. seniors can sing in the MS choir

2. periodic games days in the center- students and seniors play bingo, cribbage, yahtzee, etc.

3. holiday decorating-pumpkins, gingerbread houses, Easter eggs

4. Christmas Share stories-seniors go into classrooms to talk about Christmas when they were young

5. Veteran's Day-retired military members go into classrooms to talk about their war experiences.

6. Christmas Toys- senior citizens and students build wooden toys, or fleece scarves, after school in the wood shop- need a teacher to step forward and be the supervisor.

7. Donut Days- 2 or 3 X a year students and seniors come in early to make approx' 50 d'z donuts that are sold to students during the day. The $ goes to help purchase items for intergenerational activities, buy music for the choir, etc.

One last item is that the seniors get their space in the school by volunteering in the school's media center thus saving the hiring of a Media Center Assistant. The seniors help with computer searches, taking AR reading tests, checking out materials, making copies, etc. All of this

work brings them in close contact with students every day. 

We also have an intergenerational committee made up of students, seniors, our Volunteer Coordiantor and the MS Counselor.

Hope this helps! Contact me if you need any other info'

Mark Grelson

ROCORI Comm' Ed'

*****************************************************************************************

Hi Jeannie * our three big programs that integrate with K-12 are:

1.) Story Theater * seniors doing plays for our elementary kids

2.) Community Volunteers in School * Seniors volunteering in classrooms

3.) Vision and Hearing volunteering * preschool screening

Good luck...Bob

Robert J. Wittman, Executive Director

Community Education and Community Relations

Robbinsdale Area Schools

763-504-8013

bob_wittman@rdale.k12.mn.us
****************************************************************************************************

Hi Jeanne,

The only program area where we have a lot of overlap is that we run an Integenerational Volunteer Program where we place seniors in classrooms (primarily elementary) to work with teachers and students.  Our goal is to ensure the senior has a good experience (as well as the classroom) so we give them a lot of support and recognition.

ciao.

Alan Ickler   Manager of Community Education

Minneapolis Public Schools668-3948, aickler@mpls.k12.mn.us
*******************************************************************************************************************

Jeanne,

I supervise the senior programs for Mounds View School District. Most of what we do is Meals On Wheels. 

We have one big event with Irondale High School each year, a Senior to Senior Concert and lunch. The HS music dept has a concert at 11:00 am and the seniors have lunch at the school after the concert with the students. We have 2 middle schools that have Meals On Wheels delivery teams and one elementary school that delivers meals. If you have any questions about any of these programs let me know.

Joyce  Iron Dale

****************************************************************************************************

Our most popular are the Defensive Driving classes that allow them a discount on their car insurance.  Other than that, I would say Twins Trips (a four-hour bus ride from Luverne).  We've had some other 

successful trips to but not any one specific.

We collaborate with our hospital staff every fall and do some type of Diabetes seminar and they are very well attended- hundreds of people.  The hospital usually arranges for booths from all kinds of programs for 

senior citizens too, so it becomes a resource fair also.  We help advertise and take all the registrations and collect fees.

Another popular event for seniors is the Master Gardeners tour.  Our county Master Gardeners through the Minnesota Extension Service arrange for 4-5 families to have their gardens on tour.  We arrange 3-5 school 

buses to transport people from garden to garden and the Master Gardeners lead the tours, provide information, answer questions and provide refreshments.  Again we do registration and collect fees.

Hope this helps.

Karen  ISD 2184

****************************************************************************************************
I have the middle school children submit artwork that the seniors judge and award. Then we have a gallery exhibition for the parents, kids, friends etc. A fun time. We serve "bubbly" and hors de ouvres  and people walk around viewing the art. We have held our 2nd Annual one last month. 

We also collaborate with the Alternative Learning Program kids for a Boutique & Craft Sale. The seniors serve the food for the sale and we share the profits from the Silent Auction etc. Then we also team up for the Annual Community Garage Sale. The ALP Students come and help with the manual labor of set up and tear down and also the odd jobs that take place.

I am in the process of trying to get a student that is in media to do interviews with veterans for the Library of Congress.

I've had several seniors that have gone to the HS to help in the sewing classes. 

Kathyleen Kirchoff – Mahtomedi

**************************************************************************************************

Jeannie,

We have great decisions where we sometimes invite high school students to talk with us for a social studies class.  We give a lunch and a play matinee for our school play.  We have occasionally had a tea party with

the early childhood students and the seniors.  Once we had a parenting panel about advice you mother gave you and we talked about the changing times.  Of course we have the student serve the seniors at their special banquets and we have the regular music events where students come in and play for the seniors occasionally. Hope this helps.

Sally W. Latimer Ed.D.  Roseville Area Schools  Director of Community Education, 

Community Relations, and Technology     651-604-3502

**************************************************************************************************
Hello:

One of the best programs we have in our school is the pen pal program. The students write a letter to a senior with information about themselves and their interests. The volunteer senior pick the letter of

the student they want and then writes back to them. The students write back, the senior writes back, etc. for a total of 6-8 letters. This is done through inter-office (no postage.) Then, the students are invited

to come to the Senior Center or the seniors are invited to the school to meet one another and share refreshments and share conversation.

Skills include:

Letter writing

Conversation with older adults/younger students

Interview skills

Having fun with a Intergenerational Project

This project is very successful and some of the people who meet chose to keep up correspondence after they meet. Many of our students do not have grandparents in the area, so this fills a gap.

Rebecca Kropelnicki

Community Education School District #833

Marketing and Intergenerational Activities Coordinator

8400 E. Pt. Douglas Rd. South

Cottage Grove, MN  55016-3324

651-458-6651

FAX 651-458-6620

visit our web site at: <http://www.cecool.com <http://www.cecool.com/> >
**********************************************************************************

Hi Jeanne,

We are trying to get a senior volunteer program going right now, but are in the early stages.

If you haven't already, check with ROCORI as that's the model we're working on.  They have an organized senior citizen center right in their middle school and a coordinator that puts together activities for the

kids and seniors to do together.

Good luck.  Sharyl Ogard

Frazee-Vergas Community Education  218-334-2525

************************************************************************************************

Through Minneapolis Community Education, we offer the Intergenerational Volunteer Program. Through this program, approximately 125 senior adults volunteer each week in K-12 classrooms. They offer academic support, encouragement, friendship and serve as role models.

If you want further information, I would be happy to provide it.

Patty Hastreiter

Minneapolis Community Education  612-668-3448

***********************************************************************************************
Hi Jeanne,

I am responding to your question about senior citizens programming integrated with the K-12 system.  Shakopee Community Education offers senior citizens opportunities to volunteer with students in the schools.  We promote a program called "Special Friends" where seniors are encouraged to be a part of a young person's learning by volunteering to work with them on basic skills, projects, homework, etc.  The purpose of the program is bring together senior adults in mutually beneficial activities to expand opportunities for direct interaction, exchange and cooperation between the students and the adults.  The program has been in existence for about 8 years.

Please feel free to contact me for further information.  

Paulette Rislund Volunteer & Community Resource Coordinator Shakopee Public Schools 

505 S. Holmes St. Shakopee, MN  55379 Office (952) 496-5028 Fax (952) 496-5098

****************************************************************************************************************

I have an intergenerational program called "Bridge Builders."  Senior citizen volunteers go into the schools and help with a variety of activities:      

Elementary vision and hearing screening

Judging HS speeches

                                   Helping in Industrial Tech class

                                    Grandparent luncheon

                                   Helping ESL students with English and Reading

                                    Talks on WWII

                                    Helping in Home Economic classes

                                    Reading to preschoolers

The amount of time that the senior citizens volunteer largely depends on whether the teachers' requests match the volunteers' interests and time commitment.  Therefore, sometimes the volunteers are busy and other times they are not. 

Several teachers choose not to have volunteers for one reason or another. I have approximately 25 volunteers at any given time.  However, some are gone for the winter, others may become ill, etc., so the

program needs to be a flexible one.  

Hopes this helps

Sally Cain-St. Anthony-New Brighton Community Services
*******************************************************************************************************************

We do a few things:

Senior Citizen Brunch and Matinee:

We work with our Musical/Theater Department to offer a sneak preview of our fall musical. 

This event is also sponsored by our NHS students and Student Council. We invite area Seniors to come to school for brunch at 10 a.m. (served by food service), then we offer a variety of activities from 11 -12:20 which

are orchestrated and "run" by the students in NHS and Stud. Cncl. At 12:20 the musical begins. After the musical, our FACS teacher sets up a dessert reception where the Seniors meet the cast of the play. It's a great day,

very busy, lots of details, lots of cooperation with all sorts of staff. We typically have around 100 guests.

We also invite Senior Citizens to read for our Family Literacy Program.

Thanks    Stacey Austing-Jacobson   Melrose
*******************************************************************************************

Jeanne,

We have offered Microsoft classes and poetry.  Senior join students for classes one day a week or for a week long program.  We picked them up at the movie theatre parking lot as there wasn't enough parking so they got to ride the school bus.  Principle met them at the door with smartees and a pencil.  Fun!

Bernice  Alexandria
